92                       FRANCISCO    FRANCO
"At four o'clock in the morning the landing is to be made
by surprise on the beach of Ixdain, and if it is successful an
effort will be made to have the best troops surround the
enemy fortifications of Morro Nuevo, establishing there a
defensive front as extensive as possible. . . . The landed
forces will establish themselves as strongly as possible,
especially those of General Saro. From the outset they will
establish an impregnable fortified base on the peninsula of
Morro Nuevo, which will be considered as the point
of resistance and will permit the immediate accumulation
there of the greatest number of troops of all arms."
On the 3rd, 4th, and 7th of September, in various orders
of the commanding officers, it was ordered that the Ceuta
brigade be divided into three columns. The first was to be
called the "vanguard of the landing," and was to be under
the command of Colonel Franco. He was instructed as
follows:
"When the fleet is in front of the beach of Cebadilla, at
daybreak, by previous orders of Colonel Franco (carried out
in whatever manner is most convenient), the 'K' boats which
contain the units of the column and compose the first wave
of barges, carrying in advance and to the right of the line
all those vessels which transport the tanks, shall go as
rapidly as possible to the beach of Ixdain to disembark their
human and material cargoes, making the landing with the
greatest possible speed and determination.
"While the forces are landing they are to go to the road in
extended sections and entrench themselves behind the tanks,
manoeuvring as Colonel Franco shall decide.
"The advance. The start of this phase will be announced
by Colonel Franco by such signals as he himself shall deter-
mine, so that the land batteries, the fleet, and the air forces
will all be aware and ready as the firing and bombarding
proceeds."